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INTRODUCTION. 


The KiMar/zava h a Teadiii”* and perhaps the 
'foremost Taiitra of the Kaula School. It enjoys a 
great reputation amongst works of its cla.ss and as 
such is constantly cited as an avithority. Tl^e Chapters 
of the Te.vt here published number seventeen and 
the verses total 205S according as there are included 
or not v\, 1 23- 1 44 In the tcntli Chnpiei*. The Colo- 
phon however states that the portion here printed 
is only the fifth part of the whole Taiitra consisting 
of j,25,ow verses. Thus the Colophon of the first 
Chapter runs — ‘'End of the first Chapter being the 
first portion of the fifth part entitled^ Urdlivftmnfiya 
Tantra of the great Mystery and most excellent 
among Agamas containing, 1,25,000 verses entitled 
the 'KAIAr/rava Tantra.*’ If this statement be correct I 
have not on enquiry been able to discover the whole 
work. Every Ms. which I have come across con- 
tains the seventeen Chapters only here printed. 
Either then the rest of the book- is lo.st or possiblv 
exists under some different names. The Kaulav’ali 
which is a compendium by JwAnAnancIa Paramhar/gsa 
quotes long passages as from the' KfilAr^/ava which 
do not occur in any of the texts consulted in the pre- 
paration of the present v'olunie. The worlc has been 
already twice printed and therefore would not in the 
ordinary course have found place in these texts ac- 
cording to the original design of their publication. It 
was found however that tlie previous editions of this 
and other Tantras were in general so incorrect that the 
present edition is not unnecessary. 'J'hc former edi- 
tions were those of Rasik Mohana ChatiopAdhyAyti 
and of Randit JtvAnanda VidyAsAgara. The former 
published at Calcutta the TantrasAra and Tantras in 
parts the first of which appeared in the Bengali year 
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1285 (1878 79) and the edition of the latter was pub 
lished at the same place m the year 1SS2 ^ tn Rasik 
Mohan Chattop'idhya) a’s and Pandit JiVi\nandas edi 
tion of the Kfilar^ava there are twenty one verses at 
the end of the Tenth Chapter which do not occur in any 
of the four Mss which have been consulted These 
have been printed Both these editions seem to ha\e 
been based on a sinjfle Ms without any attempt to 
correct obvious errors m the te\t In the preparation 
of the present tevts four Mss have been consulted 
lettered gi ^ W and the texts aboveinentioned which 
are based on a l\Is which ma> be identified as ^ Of 
these IS the property of Pandit Amul^a Charawa 
VidyAblifi^/^ar/a belongs to the Rajshahi College 
IT and g have been lent by the Varendra A.nusandhiLna 
Samiti of which I have the honour to be a member. 
The Samiti obtained m from the family of the TMitnU 
Gurus of PAlasa in the District of Malda and ^ from 
the collection of the Bhattacharyyas of Yoshodal m 
the District of Mymensingh ^ as stated is the text 
used in the previous printed editions In the present 
edition^ variant readings of importance have been 
given in the footnotes It is lioweter not claimed for 
the present edition that every difficult passage has 
been made clear but the obscurities have been so 
considerably reduced as to render the present edition 
a practical working text Another inducement for 
Us publication wa^ the fact that there is m hand an 
English translation of the present work and if it is 
found possible to publish this the Sanskrit knowing 
reader can comp ire the English translation with the 
1 ext on which it is based For this reason the size 
or the present edition of the Text js that of the 
proposed translation which if published will be the 
same formal as the Mali.\nirv/V«a . 

The Kularwav'a is worthy of a do 
vvho would understand the tenets and 
bchool of which It IS a ShAstra. 


se study by those 
practices of the 
Having however 
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regard to the fact that it is hoped to publish a transla- 
tion of the entire text I have not thoug^ht it necessary 
to give such a detailed analysis of the Tantra as in 
the absence of such a translation it would have 
deserved. I therefore only here give such a summary 
as under the circumstances stated seems sufficient. 

The first chapter opens tvith some fine verses 
(vv i-xci). Devi tells Shiva of how men are suffer- - 
ing and asks the means whereby they may be liberated, 
ishvara in reply speaks of the Brahman and of the 
creatures who encircled by Maya are like sparks of 
fire parts of him. Of these man is the greatest. He 
is a self-killer w ho having attained man’s estate yet 
seeks not his true good. “He who does not cure 
himself of the disease of Hell what will he do when he 
yet suffering from such disease goes to a place where 
there is no medicament?” (v 24). The Lord then 
dwells on the transitoriness of life and of all things 
therein. * ‘Prosper it}' is Jike a dream, youth is like a 
flower . Life is "seen and i s then gone like li frlitning-. 
How can any one who knows this yet remain content?” 
(v 30). Moreover the world .is full of evils which 
arise from attadiment (v 55). Shiva says “Oh Beloved 
to sleep, to copulate, to eat and other such functions 
are common to all animals. Man alone is possessed 
of knowledge. He who is devoid of it is a beast” 
(v 69). Shun him who is addicted to the pleasures of 
the world and who yet boasts Bnihinan knowledge. 
There are other impostors also. Liberation is not to 
be got by merely smearing oneself with ashes, feeding 
on husks and water, exposure to heat and cold and 
the like. ‘ Donkeys and other animals go about naked. 
Are they therefore Vogins ?” (vv 79-S6) No: thpi 
gain true knowledge and avoid idle talk. ^Vhat is the 
use of Vedas, Agaraas and PiirA«as if one knows not 
the supreme object of life— (v S9) ? “Renowned men 
dispute among themselves — some saying the truth is 
ahead and some that it is behind,' others agaim say 
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it is on either faitlc Some say it is like this, others 
like that (\ 99) All such bcuilclcr themselves •with 
Scriptures and talk. Thc\ lack realization (Pr.it)- 
aLf//.agraha7/i7m (v 100). The Shdstras are number- 
less • one should master their essenti.il truth and then 
pul them jiside just as he who seeks the j^rain of padd) 
throws aw.iy the husk and straw (v 103) Real know- 
ledge alone liberates Ritual and austerities are need- 
ful only so long .is the Real and the true arc not 
known (v 113) Shiva concludes “What is the use of 
many words ^ It is Kiiladharmma which hber.ucs. 
Beloved I ha\e spoken to Thee m brief of the crc.a- 
lure and how he should li\e’ (v 121} 

Chapter 1 1 de.als with the gre.itn css of Kuladharmnm 
which Shiva has cstracted^ after churning the great 
oce.in of the Vedas and Againas (v 10) and which 
csctls all others as the light of the bvin surp.isses that 
of the firedy (v 16). The Vogi cannot enjoy; and 
he who enjoys c«trmot know Ycg.^ but in Kuladharmm.v 
there is both Hhog.i and Yoga (v 23). But Kaul.i 
knowledge can only be gained by one whose mind is 
pore .and who has controlled his senses (v 33). In 
V 84-85 Shiva says that the siv philosophies arc the 
si\ limbs of Kula. The K.iula Shastras arc based on 
Veda, 'rasmnt \ ed.\ttnfikam shfisirang \idhi kaiiWt- 
mAkcing pri)c (v 85), Many however being ignorant 
of tbe tniditional teaching of Kauladharninia chc.il 
jicoplc by their f.ilsc knowledge (v !j 6) Moreover 
the Ktila path is full of dangers (v 1 22) So also the 
Buddhist Vajrajaw.i is (1 maj add) compared to a 
hollow Bamboo in which a serpent is placed. It muU 
go up at fieri 1 of falling down. He who fails on this 
p.ith is like to go to Hell. The P.Lshu should thcre- 
lore .t\oid this method (v 124). Vv 140, 141 cite 
authorities from Shruti (AVgved.i) in support of the 
doctrine uiughi. 

Tlic third Uiajiier treats of the Par.'iprasada 
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mantr«i that is Hangsa/; ivhich as the great Cosmic 
Breath per\acles the ^^orld opening (\ 4) with the 
assertion that X’Lflas, Purawas and other Sh'istras ma) 
be preached abroad whereas the Shai\aanci Sh^ikta 
Aganias are mysteries (\ 4) V 10 refers to the four 
Amnfi>as or traditions some portion of which appear 
in the Tantra Shustnis OrddhMimnri>a is not to be 
learnt b> study of the Shastras but from its masters 
(v 30) 

Chapter IV which is a difficult one deals with 
jMahiV/^ort 7 /an> asa Pront it as ^vcll as other pirts of 
the work m a) be learnt ho^^ rigorous the b\dhana is 
which IS required of those w ho are entitled to parti 
cipate in the Kaula rites 

Th e, fifth C hapter treats of the greatness of Kuh 
It contains a description of the Kaula substances the 
making of \\ me , the various kinds of wine its use 
as Chitta shodhana s'ldhana so that the inind may be 
come Bramagah V 4S enumerates the fundamental 
doctrines of this school that ‘success* is attained by 
those ^e^J things which lead to fall (Yaire^apata 
nclng dravjai/^ siddhistaires a choditu) V 50 refers to 
animal sacrifice and \ v 67, 6S to the necessity of 
wine and meat in the \arious forms of worship inciud 
mg the Cauddha V 90 Sa\s < As soma his been 
ordained a BrAhmawa should drink ’ which other 
1 antras are said to den\ If this however be done m 
the ordinary animal wa> even a \^ira will go to Hell 
(v 03) Nectar drinking is the union of Kuwrfali 
Shikti with the i^Ioonchit (Chichch mdra) Others 
are but wine drinkers (vv 107 108) The true meat 
eater is he who h is mergetl hts Chitia m the Sui>rcme 
fv 109) He who controls his senses and unites them 
w ith Atma IS a fish e Her I he rest do but kill animals 
f\ 1 10) Pnie scNual union is the union of Pam 
^hakti that is KuWali VMth Atma , others do but have 
carnal conncLtion w ith women (vv 1 1 1, 1 1 2) 
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The sixth CllTpter deals with the characteristics of 
the worshipper of worship and purification of Kaula 
‘.wbstaaces Vv S 7 4^ de<il with the lunar solar fier> 
KalAs originating from the \owels the consonants 
Ka hha to Tha da and the Yavarga respectively the 
KwUs oC ICwatga-and Chavarga ra\arga Tavarga, 
Pewarf^a and Yavarga and Sha\arga Then follow 
sever^ mantras Vv 63 67 gi\ e the Gurus Yantra is 
defined in xv S5 86 

Chapter VII describes worship of Va/uka Shakti 
and others In vv 42 44 the eight kinds of KuU 
bhakti are enumerated A^v 70 75 are noteworthy for 
they refer to the 36 Shaiva Tattvas and not the 
bAnwkhyan 24 thereby denoting the connection of this 
1 antra with the former philosophical Darsbana V 96 
prohibits drinkmg m excess so as to produce unsteadi 
ness of mind V 99 contains the oft quoted xerse 
Drink and drink again which some erroneously 
suppose lb an mx nation to drunkenness notwith 
standing the prexious injunction and the warning that 
he who disobeys it is like to go to Hell The xer‘^e 
refers to Yoga drinking. 

Chapter VIII deals with the Chakra and the 
xarious forms of Bliss The Sadbaka passes through 
these from Ararnbha to ?rau///Anta m which state the 
Chakra is held to UnnnnA and then to lata In 
Praufly/antT. e\ cry thing which is done is an offering to 
Bhaira\a (v 59) UnmanA is the state in xvhich the 
SAdlnka is no longer affected and *1 ata is the very 
self of the. Supreme IMantra (^^ 83 S4) The states 
\ip to Praurf/Anta arc waking, (JAgrat) UnmaiiA is 
IS dreaming (Sv ipna) Anavastlia is dreamless sleep 
(Sushupti) 'llicscxtnth Ullasa is Liberation (vv 04 
95) (runyAxasthX) 

Yoga IS treated of lu Chapter IX Adx aita doctrine 
m Its form Aham Urahui&sini is accepted (v 32) jiva 
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s Shiva and Shiva Jiva : the only difference is that 
one is in bondage and the other not (v. 42). A note- 
worthy passage which explains some acts \^hich dis- 
concert others say “the Kulayogi behaves in such a 
way that men Jaugh at him and reproach and reviie 
and shun him” (v. 4). But doing himself acts of kind- 
ness to all he roams the earth (v'. 75). Kaulika is 
defined in v, SS. “Oh Thou of beautiful eyes I dwell 
not in Kailj\sa or in hleru or in IVFandAra but I am 
Avherever the knowers of Kula are” (v. 94). 

The tenth ^Chapter treats of worship on special 
days and the Eleventh with the rules of KulAchAra 
which should be carefully concealed (v. S4)- The 
twelfth Chapter treats of the PAdukA. A [antra. V. 58 
prohibits discussion, w’ith Atheists or unbelievers in 
Veda (NAstika). The subject of the Guru is dealt 
with at some length. The next Chapter (XIII) conti- 
nues the subject of Guru (v 41) and disciple (vv 1-40) 
and their qualifications. Amongst other defective 
persons, men who are lewd, given to drink and stupid 
are to be rejected. The Guru should realise that he is 
inseparate (avjchhinna) that is one w'ith the Brahman 
which pervades the -whole universe (vv. 67-68). V. 82 
refers to the Lingas in the bodily centres and v. 90 
gives the eight bonds (PAsha) w'hich bind the Pashu. 
Tlfe Guru is he who by destroying the pleasures of 
the senses gives Brahman- Bliss (v 97)- 

Chapter XIV deals with the testing (ParikxM) of 
the qualifications of Guru and disciple ; and Ciiapter 
XV treats of Purushcharawa and other matters. 
PrA«Ayi\ma is dealt with (v. 35 e/ seg). Vv. 65-69 
mention the .“defects” of Mantras and vv. 71-72 state 
the purificatory rites 'which remove them. The various 
kinds of Alantras, Stddha, SAdhya and the like are 
described. V. 96 classifies the letters according to the 
MahAbhutas. When doing japa a man should control* 
his animal propensites, eat sparingly, live hardly. 
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cultivate faith and devotion and fix his mind and heart 
solely oti “That" (\^v. iiO'U3). Chapter XVT deals 
with rites done for the attainment of various objects 
of desire. Chapter KVU gives the meaning of a 
large number of words such as Guru, Achdryya, 
D^liika and so forth and contains a DhyAna of the 
Guru. At the end of the seventeenth Chapter there 
is a remarkable passage, (v. ro^) prohibiting (ordinary 
persons) from reading the portions of this work deal- 
ing with AsavollAsa. "I'his prohibition doubtless has 
been prompted by the desire that such persons should 
not be led astray and take to practices which might 
lead to their moral ruin. For it is to be noted that 
according to the Sh Astra the Rahasyapi\ji\ is not for 
all and any but for such whom the Guru may consider 
qualified and have been duly initiated. Except under 
the conditions prescribed the SAdhana with wine and so 
forth Is prohibited and its accomplishment is admittedly 
harmful. But under the conditions prescribed this 
SAdhanA is said to be the practical application of the 
principles of Advaitavnda which the Agamas of this 
school teach. ^ 

I desire here to express my thanks for the loan of 
Mss, to Pandit Amdlya Charana VidyAbbiW/zr/m:, Rai 
Kumudini KAnta BandopadhyAya Bahadur Principal 
of the Rajshahi College and to the Yarendra A'nu- 
sandhAna Samtti. 

The next volume of this .series will be the KAUvUAsa 
Tantra which ts now almost ready for publication. 
There is also in preparation the very important and 
previously unpublished KAdimata Tantra or TantrarAja 
with its Commentary called ManoramS under the 
editorship of ISIahAmahopAdhyAya Lak^/mia^/a ShAstri. 
This I expect to publish in two volume.s next year, 
to be followed I hope by the Tibetan text of a rare 
and unpublished Buddhist Tantra which deals with 
the MaWala (Kyil-khor) of Shrtchakrasambh&ra. 
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1 ha\e already the offer of a I irge number of TcNts 
for this senes more m fact that I can ever print but 
I take this oppoitunit) of saying that I shall be 
pleased to heir trom one iiho has IManuscripts of 
sufficient importance to justifj their public ition The 
field of selection Mill thus be widened with it is hoped 
belter results 
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